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JOHN VANDIVER 
STARS AND STRIPES  
MARCH 4, 2022 

MIELEC, Poland — Curious Poles continue to stop for a peek at the sprawling airfield here 
that serves as the main staging area for the 82nd Airborne’s new mission in Poland. But for 
the most part, soldiers remain out of sight. 

And one month into the campaign, that’s just the way the U.S. Army appears to like it. 

 

US paratroopers in Poland largely hidden 
from view amid mission prompted by war in 

Ukraine 

 

Abrams/Stars and Stripes 
 

A tarp lining the fence is blown by the wind, revealing a long row of military tents that are set 
up at an airfield on the outskirts of Mielec, Poland, Feb. 26, 2022.  



From the Chairman 
 
Hello Rocky Mountain Chapter and 2022.  This is the first edition of the Paratrooper 
newsletter for this year, and I would like to bid a very emphatic farewell to 2021.  The new 
year brought changes to our officer corps.  Jose Aguayo stepped in as the Judge Advocate 
at the end of the year, and I think it’s worth mentioning again because he conducted the 
election process at the December membership meeting.  Please welcome Pat Kleckner 
when you get a chance.  Pat is now a Trustee.  I look forward to working with Pat and the 
rest of our officers in 2022.  I also want to thank Verne Walls for his decades of service as a 
Trustee and other positions within the RMC. 
 
Regarding this edition of the newsletter, you will find that the stories are all dedicated to 
the unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine, starting with the latest information from the 

active Division and what appears to be a brigade-size deployment to our NATO ally Poland, which borders Ukraine.  I 
would much prefer to include submissions from sources like Mike Marsh or the 82nd PIO, but American servicemen and 
women are deployed in harm’s way, and I believe I have the responsibility to report on current paratrooper activities 
and the events that affect not only them but the world as a whole.   
 
During Operations Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Iraqi Freedom (OIF), I was the editor.  Most of the stories I included had 
to do with military operations initially but then turned to the losses of life, particularly those locally.  I even attended 
two funerals as part of the RMC contingent and lost friends during that time.   
 
As I did then, I recall a Christmas card that Division had commissioned and issued to us during Desert Shield to send to 
our families and friends.  It read, “No one prays for peace more than the soldier, for it is he who must bear the burdens 
of war.”  That is undoubtedly my stance now.  I pray for peace, but thank God for those standing in the gap on our 
behalf. 
 
I remember the Cold War and served during the tail end of it.  Our world is experiencing the most significant turmoil 
since that time.  I don’t believe it’s coincidental that the heightened hostilities with totalitarian regimes are occurring 
now as our nation is the most divided it has been since the 1960s.  Opportunists thrive on houses divided. 
 
I write this because this may be a story of to be continued…, but I’m hoping not. 
 
Chris Mirowski 
Chairman, RMC 
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Chinook helicopters, Black Hawks and rows 
of tents occupy the ground at the small 
cargo airport in Mielec.  Beyond that, 
however, there’s virtually nothing else to 
see. 

Likewise at an arena in nearby Rzeszow 
that has been transformed into a base of 
operations for the 18th Airborne Corps out 
of Fort Bragg, N.C.  At the entrance, U.S. 
soldiers shoo away anyone hoping for a 

look inside the perimeter. 

The U.S. military also has declined to 
provide reporters access to U.S. soldiers 
carrying out the mission in Poland. 

U.S. reinforcements continue to land here 
and in other parts of Europe as NATO allies 
beef up their forces in the wake of Russia’s 
latest unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.  

The circumstances that brought the soldiers to Poland are extraordinary: a war on NATO’s border on a 
scale not seen in Europe since World War II.  In a worst-case scenario, their task would be to help mount 
an allied defense against Russia. 

“We seek no conflict.  But if conflict 
comes to us, we are ready for it and 
we will defend every inch of NATO 
territory,” U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said Friday at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels, 
where allies were meeting for 
emergency talks. 

The 5,000 U.S. soldiers in southeast 
Poland, most of whom come from 
the 82nd Airborne Division, are one 
part of the effort to enhance allied 
defenses should Russia’s war 
spread beyond Ukraine’s borders. 

 

“Poland” 
continued from 

Page 1 

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press 
 
Commander of the 82nd Airborne Division, Maj. Gen. 
Christopher Donahue, left, and Polish Gen. Wojciech 
Marchwica speak to journalists after unloading vehicles 
from a transport plane arriving from Fort Bragg at the 
Rzeszow-Jasionka airport in southeastern Poland, Feb. 6, 
2022.  

 

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes 
 
Two U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook helicopters sit on an airfield on the 
outskirts of Mielec, Poland, Feb. 26, 2022.  
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500 more U.S. troops deploying to Europe as 
Russia’s war on Ukraine continues 

 
Meghann Myers 
Army Times 
March 6, 2022 

 
Editor’s note: This story has been updated to 
reflect that Air Force KC-135 planes are 
deploying to Spangdahlem, Germany.  They 
had originally been committed to Souda Bay, 
Greece. 

Another 500 troops are Europe-bound, 

the Pentagon announced Monday, in 
support of NATO countries as Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine continues through 
its second week. 

The new deployment isn’t in response to 
any changes on the ground, a senior defense official told reporters, but part of the roughly 
12,000 troops that have been put on heightened alert to deploy since early February. 

“These enablers were already kind of queued up to go in,” the official said.  “Again, it’s fully 
supportive of our efforts to be able to defend NATO airspace if needed.” 

They include: 
• An unspecified number KC-135 Stratotankers to Spangdahlem, Germany with 150 

airmen from Fairchild Air Force Base in Spokane, WA. 
• Air support operations to Romania and Poland with 40 troops from Fort Stewart, Georgia. 
• 300 soldiers from an ordnance company out of Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and a 

maintenance company from Fort Stewart, Georgia to support 1st Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, who left for Germany beginning Feb. 27. 

The 500 troops are part of a commitment of 7,000 that the Defense Department announced on 
Feb. 25. 

U.S. troops activated to support NATO countries, or specifically as part of the NATO Response 
Force, since February to 14,000.  They are spread out from Estonia at the northern end of 
NATO’s border down to Romania. 

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press 
 
Over 180 soldiers with the 1st Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, board a chartered plane 
headed for Germany at Hunter Army Airfield on March 
2nd.  
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https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/ukraine/2022/02/28/more-us-troops-could-head-to-europe-amid-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-pentagon-says/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/ukraine/2022/03/06/russians-shell-ukraine-cities-as-safe-passage-again-promised-in-south/
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https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2022/02/25/thousands-of-us-troops-deploying-for-first-ever-nato-response-force-activation-amid-russia-attack/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2022/02/25/thousands-of-us-troops-deploying-for-first-ever-nato-response-force-activation-amid-russia-attack/


As of Monday, the official said, the Defense Department believes that nearly 100% of Russian 
190,000 troops amassed along Ukraine’s border earlier this year have moved into the country. 

At the same time, Russia’s efforts to advance on and take major population centers continue to 
be slow.  Despite fighting outside of cities, the official said, no major population centers are 
under Russian control and Ukrainian airspace continues to be in play. 

“It appears as though the Russians are increasing their use of long-range fires to supplement, or 
to make up for, the lack of ground movements that they have had and the lack of air superiority, 
that they don’t enjoy,” the official said. 

Russia has launched more than 625 missiles, the official added., including some aimed at 
civilian infrastructure and residential areas. 

“And then on the convoy, I don’t have an update for you,” the official said.  “We believe it’s still 
stalled, still not moving, and that it was principally designed as a resupply convoy.  There were 
some combat elements in there, but again, the convoy is not going anywhere, and it hasn’t gone 
anywhere, significantly over the weekend.” 
 

What we know about Russia's war on Ukraine, March 7. 

The move brings the total of U.S. troops activated to support NATO countries, or specifically as 
part of the NATO Response Force, since February to 14,000.  They are spread out from Estonia 
at the northern end of NATO’s border down to Romania. 

As of Monday, the official said, the Defense Department believes that nearly 100% of Russian 
190,000 troops amassed along Ukraine’s border earlier this year have moved into the country. 

At the same time, Russia’s efforts to advance on and take major population centers continue to 
be slow.  Despite fighting outside of cities, the official said, no major population centers are 
under Russian control and Ukrainian airspace continues to be in play. 

“It appears as though the Russians are increasing their use of long-range fires to supplement, or 
to make up for, the lack of ground movements that they have had and the lack of air superiority, 
that they don’t enjoy,” the official said. 

Russia has launched more than 625 missiles, the official added., including some aimed at 
civilian infrastructure and residential areas. 

“And then on the convoy, I don’t have an update for you,” the official said.  “We believe it’s still 
stalled, still not moving, and that it was principally designed as a resupply convoy.  There were 
some combat elements in there, but again, the convoy is not going anywhere, and it hasn’t gone 
anywhere, significantly over the weekend.” 
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Up to 4,000 Russian soldiers may have died in 
Ukraine, U.S. general says 
 
By Dan Lamothe and  
Ellen Nakashima 
The Washington Post 

  
Up to 4,000 Russian troops may have died since 

President Vladimir Putin launched Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine on Feb. 24, a senior U.S. military officer 

said Tuesday, as the Kremlin’s military forces 

continued to face fierce resistance. 

 

Lt. Gen. Scott D. Berrier, director the Defense Intelligence Agency, told House lawmakers that the 

best estimate is between 2,000 and 4,000 Russian fatalities.  But he said he had low confidence in 

that figure, citing “some intelligence sources, but also open source” information.  The general’s 

reference to open-source information probably refers to assessments made public by credible outside 

groups monitoring the conflict. 

 

The estimate is a significant indication of how badly the much smaller Ukrainian military has exacted 

a toll on Russian forces, even as the Kremlin wages a bombardment of both military and civilian 

targets in numerous Ukrainian cities.  By comparison, the entire 20-year U.S. war in Afghanistan 

resulted in 2,461 American fatalities, according to Pentagon figures. 

 

58 percent of Russians support the invasion of Ukraine, and 23 percent oppose it, new poll shows 

Avril Haines, the director of national intelligence, told the House Intelligence Committee during the 

same hearing that the conflict’s human toll already is “considerable, and only increasing” on all sides. 

“Thus far, the Russian and Ukrainian militaries have probably suffered thousands of casualties along 

with numerous civilian deaths,” Haines said.  “And of course, well more than a million people have 

fled Ukraine since Russia invaded.” The United Nations estimates that more than 2 million 

people have left for neighboring countries since the conflict began. 

 

The comments came as Russia’s bombardment of numerous cities continued, and as Russian forces 

attempt an advance on Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital.  A senior U.S. defense official, speaking on the 

condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the Pentagon, said Tuesday that the Pentagon is 

examining a range of estimates for Russian fatalities in the war, and that Berrier did the “best he 

could” to answer the question during the congressional hearing. 

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press 
 

A Ukrainian soldier walks past debris of a burning military 
truck, on a street in Kyiv on Feb. 26.  
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STAND IN THE DOOR… 
GO TO A GREAT DINNER WITH THE 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER “ALL AIRBORNE”  
DINNER: April 2, 2022 

3:00 – 5:00pm 
 

American Legion Post 161 
6230 W. 60TH Av. Arvada  

(between Wadsworth and Sheridan) 
 

TIME: 3:00-5:00 PM 
 

MENU:  Baked chicken, mashed potatoes, vegetables, side salad, desert, coffee, and tea.      
 
PRICE:  $15.00 all inclusive …per meal 
 

The price is right and the company is good.  Don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with your 
fellow paratroopers. 
 
We will try to run a raffle.  Please bring a raffle item and join in. The chapter is barely breaking 
even on the dinners now so every little bit helps. 
 
HURRY and make reservations: Chris Cummings at 720-418-0022 by Tuesday, March 29th 

 

Your call helps us not lose money on bad head counts… see you, Thanks! 
 

 

Map to American Legion Post  
6230 West 60th Avenue 

 
Directions 

 

   1.  From I-25, merge onto I-76 heading  
        west toward Grand Junction 
   2.  Take exit #1B towards Sheridan  
        Blvd/CO-95 
   3.  Turn right on Sheridan Blvd. 

   4.  Turn left on W. 60th Ave. 
   5.  Continue to 6230 West 60th Ave 
 



Rocky Mountain Chapter 2022 Calendar of Events 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

82nd Airborne Division Assn. Inc. 

1600 Iron Horse Dr 

A105 

Longmont, CO 80501 
 

Address Correction Requested 
Forwarding and Return 

Postage Guaranteed 
 

The “All Airborne” Fraternity 

April 

2nd Airborne Dinner 

          American Legion   
Arvada 

 

June 

4th Officers meeting (IHOP) 

12th Airborne Picnic 

August 

6th Officer’s meeting (IHOP)   

27th Airborne Dinner 

          American Legion      
Arvada 

 

October 

8th Officers meeting (IHOP) 

29th Airborne Dinner 

          American Legion      
Arvada 

 

November 
(TBA) Veterans Day Parade 

Colorado Springs 

11th Veterans Day Parade 

                  Loveland 

19th Officers meeting 

(IHOP) 
 

December 

10th Annual business      

           meeting and  
           Airborne Dinner 
           American Legion    

Arvada 


