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Army re-activates historic airborne unit,
reaffirms commitment to Arctic Strategy

Wayne Porter, a veteran who was assigned to the 11th Airborne Division before its
deactivation in 1958, places an 11th Airborne Div. patch on Spc. Jihad Yarber, during the
reflagging ceremony of the 11th Airborne Division, June 6, 2022, at Pershing Parade Field,
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.

FORT WAINWRIGHT, Alaska – Several hundred Soldiers gathered in formation
within the Alaskan Interior on a bright June morning Monday to take part in the
activation of the 11th Airborne Division, posturing U.S. forces for strategic
advantage in the harsh Arctic terrain.

Airborne Dinner
August 27th, 2022

***** NEW LOCATION *****
See page 7 for information and a map

See
“11 Airborne” on
page 3
th

From the Chairman
Hello my RMC compadres! The dog days of summer are well upon us, and it’s been
HOT! Now, here comes my stretch of a segue. The RMC has a HOT offer for you!
You may have noticed on page 1 of the dinner announcement that we are changing
locations. We had one heck of an opportunity present itself as one door was
closing, the door for a new location literally and figuratively opened for us.
The Arvada American Legion served us well for over a decade and a half. Still, at
the last dinner, they informed us that our attendance numbers were too low and
they wouldn’t be able to accommodate us anymore unless we could guarantee
higher numbers of attendees and revenues. We would have the double-whammy
of raising prices and paying a minimum rate, even if we did not have the turn-out to support the expenditure.
Essentially this would have us paying for dinners out of our general budget.
Before encountering this issue, our own RMC member Bob Williams approached Secretary Chris Cummings
with an offer to host our Airborne Dinners at the Firestone American Legion where he works and manages the
kitchen. He offered up better food options, kept the price at $15.00, and we don’t have a minimum to pay.
Given the circumstances and Bob’s generous offer, the choice for the officers was easy. Bob Williams’ vision
of paratrooper fellowship aligns with the RMC’s and he is one of our own.
We understand that the Arvada location was good for those driving from the south and the metro areas, but I
think that Legion’s conditions were untenable for us. The officers and I are certainly open to input, but we will
be hard-pressed to beat Bob’s offer. I’m also looking forward to the menu item this month: Italian-style steak
rolls.
I also want to point out that our chapter budget situation has stabilized. This is because the RMC no longer
has to bear costs now that we’ve gone to an electronic version of the Paratrooper newsletter.
So, now that we can bear a collective sigh of relief about the chapter’s budget, let’s focus on why we are the
All-Airborne fraternity. Let’s meet in Firestone on August 27th and break some bread together on what will
most certainly be a hot evening.
Chris Mirowski
Chairman, RMC
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“11th Airborne”
continued from
Page 1
The 11th Airborne Division unites
about 12,000 Soldiers in Alaska
under one flag, marking the first time
that the Army has activated an
airborne division in 70 years. During
flag ceremonies Monday at Fort
Wainwright and Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, shortened as
Army Chief of Staff, Gen. James C. McConville, speaks at the
activation ceremony of the 11th Airborne Division on June 6,
JBER, the Army also re-designated
2022, at Pershing Parade Field.
the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team and the 4th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, formerly of the 25th Infantry Division, into the 1st and 2nd Infantry Brigade
Combat Teams of the 11th Airborne, respectively.
The activation reaffirms the Army’s commitment to its recently announced Arctic Strategy,
which outlines the service’s plan to equip, organize and train with partner units to establish
military dominance in the region. The division will be headquartered at JBER and
members will wear the unit’s distinctive blue patch with a red and white emblem with angel
wings to symbolize the unit’s call sign, “Angels.”
The activation also serves another purpose. By uniting the Army units as one airborne
unit, Army leaders hope the activation can ignite a greater a sense of camaraderie and
enthusiasm for Soldiers serving in one of the U.S. military’s most remote and desolate
locations.
In recent months, the Army’s senior leaders have met with commanders at Alaskan
installations to address quality of life concerns of Soldiers. Assessments revealed that the
previous unit designations did not support unit cohesion.
“Experience has told us that units that have a common unit identity is a source of pride,”
McConville said during a meeting with reporters. “It’s extremely important. And the
history of a unit and the patch matter.”
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“11th Airborne”
continued from
Page 3
McConville said the
Soldiers of the 11th
Airborne Division will be
equipped with cold weather
gear within the next 1 to 2
years. He added that the
unit will serve as the
Army’s leading experts for
Arctic military operations.

11th Airborne Division Soldiers place their new Arctic Angels patches on
their left shoulders during the activation of the 11th AD at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, on June 6, 2022.

McConville said that the Stryker Brigade Combat Team based at Fort Wainwright will
transition to become a more mobile, infantry-based brigade combat team bolstered with a
stronger air assault capability and the skills to maneuver effectively in extreme cold
weather environments.
The 11th Airborne Division originally played a critical role during World War II and the
Vietnam War. The Army credits the unit with the amphibious assault landing at Luzon,
Philippines, and eventually helped secure the liberation of Manila from Japanese forces.
“The 11th Airborne Division has a storied history of valor during World War II in the Pacific
and also has a proud history of innovation,” McConville said. “So we expect them to live
up to the legacy … We expect them to be masters of their craft in Arctic warfighting and
extreme cold weather and high altitude and terrain. We expect them to develop innovative
ways of operating in this environment.”
The Army now has a strategically located unit that can quickly deploy to any region,
especially those in cold weather climates such as Nepal and India.
Eifler added that U.S. Army Pacific Commander Gen. Charles A. Flynn traveled to Nepal
to meet with Nepalese leaders on coordinating more training opportunities with U.S. Army
infantry brigade combat teams. Eifler said that includes the possibility of taking part in a
joint expedition on Mount Everest.
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US paratroopers kick-off exercise Super Garuda Shield
with trilateral airborne operations
BATURAJA, Indonesia —
Paratroopers from 11th
Infantry Division (Airborne),
Tentara Nasional Indonesia
and Japan Ground SelfDefense Force conducted
trilateral airborne operations
with the 36th Airlift
Squadron during exercise
Super Garuda Airborne
2022 in Baturaja, Indonesia
on Aug. 3, 2022.
The operation is the kick-off
event for Super Garuda Shield 2022. Part of Operation Pathways, Garuda Shield is a
longstanding annual, bilateral military exercise conducted between the U.S. military and
Indonesia National Armed Forces. The exercise reinforces the U.S. commitments to allies
and regional partners, ensures joint readiness and bolsters interoperability to fight and win
together.
The 2022 Garuda Shield exercise is significantly larger in scope and scale than previous
exercises. Service members from Indonesia and the United States will be joined this year
by those from Australia, Japan and Singapore. In addition to the active participants,
Canada, France, India, Malaysia, the Republic of Korea, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste
and the United Kingdom are expected to join Super Garuda Shield as observer nations
“We were really focusing on partnership,” said Lt. Col. Ben Wisnioski, assistant Army
attaché, U.S. Defense Attaché Office Jakarta, Indonesia. “We focused on training,
working with each other, and building significant rapport.”
Hundreds of distinguished visitors including Gen. Charles Flynn, commanding general of
U.S. Army Pacific, watched as over 200 paratroopers jumped into the fields and dense
tropical forests of Baturaja.
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“It was the softest landing I’ve
ever had,” said Wisnioski with a
smile, as he pointed at his
uniform, doused in thick mud.
The paratroopers then
completed an airborne seizure,
navigating through narrow
bridges, marshes, and dense
foliage to reach their objectives.
Following the parachute portion
of the operation, representatives
from the three armies
participated in a wing exchange ceremony. Gen. Andika Perkasa, commander, Tentara
Nasional Indonesia, and Lt. Gen. Kuzuki Ushijima, command chief of staff, Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force, pinned wings onto six U.S. Army paratroopers.
“We’re here for a free and open Indo-Pacific,” said Sgt. 1st Class Eric Green, 2nd Platoon,
Apache Company, 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry Regiment, 11th Infantry Division
(Airborne). “We’re just here to let our partners know we're here to help. I wouldn’t want to
be anywhere else.”
In addition to the ceremony Soldiers from the United States, Tentara Nasional Indonesia
and Australian Army, showcased weapon systems to the senior leaders and distinguished
visitors.
Sgt. Alexander Clarke, mortarman with 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry Division, explained the
functions and capabilities of the M224, 60mm Lightweight Company Mortar System.
“It’s just breaking down our capabilities and what makes them the best that we’ve got,”
said Clarke. “I think we’re super grateful to be able to train alongside the [Tentara
Nasional Indonesia] and get to know them better. It builds that cohesion.”
Super Garuda Shield provides opportunities for Department of Defense experimentation
and joint collaboration. The exercise increases readiness of both for all participating
nations. With focus on specific tasks, tactics and procedures to conduct combined arms
maneuver, air assault, aviation and mission command.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER “ALL AIRBORNE”
DINNER: August 27, 2022
3:00 – 5:00pm

*****NEW LOCATION*****
Firestone American Legion Post 1985
870 1st Street
Firestone, CO 80520
MENU: Italian style steak rolls, vegetables, salad, rolls, and cake.
PRICE: $15.00 all inclusive …per meal

3:00-5:00
PM is OUTSTANDING!
The price is amazinglyTIME:
right and
the company
Don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with your fellow
paratroopers.
Make your reservations with Chris Cummings at 720-418-0022 by
Tuesday, August 23rd.
Firestone is just east of Longmont in Northern Colorado. American Legion, Post 1985
is just about a mile east of I-25, but you will need to take either the Highway 52 exit or
the Highway 119 exit to get there. Call for directions if you are unable to navigate to
the location.
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Rocky Mountain Chapter 2022 Calendar of Events
August

27th Airborne Dinner
American Legion
Arvada

October

8th Officers meeting (IHOP)
29th Airborne Dinner
American Legion
Arvada

November
(TBA) Veterans Day Parade
Colorado Springs

11th Veterans Day Parade
Loveland

19th Officers meeting
(IHOP)

December

10th Annual business
meeting and
Airborne Dinner
American Legion
Arvada

